
  

322 East Front Street • P.O. Box 83720 • Boise, Idaho 83720-0098    

 Phone: (208) 287-4800    Fax: (208) 287-6700    Website: idwr.idaho.gov/IWRB/ 

AGENDA 
IDAHO WATER RESOURCE BOARD 

Upper Snake River Advisory Committee Meeting No. 1-26 

Thursday, January 8th, 2026 

10:00 a.m. (MST) 
 

Meeting Location(s): 

 BOISE                                                               IDAHO FALLS 

        Water Center                                 Eastern Regional Office                                                                  

Conf. Room 602B                       Main Conference Room 

       322 E. Front St.                                      900 N. Skyline Dr. 

or 
 

VIDEO conference via Zoom is available upon following the Zoom link login 

process, contact Neal.Farmer@idwr.idaho.gov for questions or issues in 

advance of the meeting start time. 

 

 

1. Introductions and Attendance 

2. Weather Forecast (NOAA) 

3. Snow Pack / Streamflow Forecasts (NRCS) 

4. Water Supply / Operations Update (USBR) 

5. Idaho Power Company  

6. Water District 01 Briefing  

7. IWRB Managed Recharge Operations  

8. New Business 

9. Adjourn 

      

Committee Member: Brian Olmstead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Americans with Disabilities 

The meeting will be held in person and online. If you require special accommodations to attend, participate in, or 
understand the meeting, please make advance arrangements by contacting Department staff by email 

Wesley.hipke@idwr.idaho.gov or by phone at (208) 287-4800. 
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Weather Forecast Office

Pocatello, ID
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Upper Snake Advisory Committee 

Presenter: Mark Dallon

Winter(ish) Conditions and Outlook
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Precipitation  - December
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Precipitation - Water Year to date

Burley  106% (0.17”)

Lava Hot Springs  147% (+2.24”)

Yellowstone Lake  162% (+4.13”)
)Rexburg  172% (+2.16”)

Afton   203% (+4.76”)

Pocatello  171% (+2.35”)
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Total Precip - Water Year to date
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Temperature - Departure from Ave 
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Temperature - Departure from Ave 
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Modeled Snow Depth 

Dec 26, 2024 Dec 26, 2025
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Modeled Snow Depth

Dec 26, 2025 Jan 6, 2026
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Soil Moisture
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Drought Status - Current
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Water Supply Forecast (% of Average)
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Looking Ahead:
Short & Long Term Forecast
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Current Satellite
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Forecast Charts

Tomorrow Saturday
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Short Term Forecast

High Elevation 
Forecast 

(Teton Pass)

Low Elevation 
Forecast

(Pocatello)
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Precipitation - Next 7 Days
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Precipitation - Next 2 days

Thursday Friday

Rain -> Snow
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Next Week
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1-2 Week Outlook
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1 Month Outlook
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Three-Month Seasonal Outlook
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Questions?
Mark Dallon
Hydrologist

mark.dallon@noaa.gov



 
 

(Wednesday, January 7, 2026) 

Subject: Water Year 2026 Upper Snake River and Reservoir Operations Update 

Purpose: The purpose of these updates is to provide information regarding Reclamation's operations and basin 
conditions as the season progresses. The information is provisional and subject to change. 

Overall storage conditions 
Upper Snake River system: 47% full, which is approximately 80% of the 1991-2020 median for today’s date. 
Little Wood Reservoir: 49% full, which is approximately 103% of the 1991-2020 median for today’s date. 
 
 
January 2026 runoff forecasts  

 
 
 

For additional information, please contact: 
 
Brian Stevens, Water Operations Supervisory Civil Engineer 
bstevens@usbr.gov 
 
 
Helpful Links 
BOR Upper Snake Teacup 
BOR Hydromet Data System 
BOR RISE Data and Dashboard 
National Water Prediction Service 
NWRFC Water Supply 
NRCS Interactive Map 
USGS Select Gaging Data 

mailto:bstevens@usbr.gov
https://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/burtea.html
https://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet
https://data.usbr.gov/visualizations/reservoir-conditions
https://water.noaa.gov/?wfo=pih#@=-115.8372689,45.4806173,5.616135&b=topographic&g=obsFcst,1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!0!0!0!0!0,0.5,1!1!1!1!0,0,0&ab=0,0,
https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/ws/index.html?zoom=6&center=46.36256538686922,-115.39965661075303&xmap_type=ESRI%20Topographic&overlay_basins=false&overlay_hsa=false&overlay_counties=false&overlay_states=false&map_type=ro_poa
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=!&states=ID,OR,WA&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,baseMaps,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=USGS.USImageryTopo&displayType=basinstation&basinType=6&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=45.345&lon=-116.990&zoom=6.5
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/favorites/#siteNumber=13011000,13032500,13039500,13042500,13058000,13066000,13077000,13081500,13087900,13090500,13148500


IWRB Managed Recharge Program
Upper Snake River Advisory Committee Meeting

Neal Farmer
Neal.Farmer@idwr.idaho.gov

Recharge Program

January 8, 2025
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Milner Reservoir Water Budget (provisional)

Minidoka Releases + Burley
Drains

Total Recharge Diversions

Minidoka Releases effected by
wind or ice

Minidoka Releases - Wind or
ice Effected Values
Interpolated
Milner Releases

2025-2026 Drains

2024-2025 Drains

2022-2023 Drains

Milner Pool levels



NSCC

47,532 AF

7,337 AF

SWID
6,466 AF

TFCC

Total Natural Flow Water Recharged
2025-2026 Season  61,335 AF 

IWRB Recharge - Oct 18th to Jan. 8th

Lower Valley Volume = 61,335 AF 

Recharge Diversion Rate – 253 cfs



Big Wood Canal Co. Improvement to Access Road 
into Shoshone Basin Recharge Site and Canal Gates



Questions?

Bell Rapids Year 2004
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Conf. Room 602B                       Main Conference Room 
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or 
 

VIDEO conference via Zoom is available upon following the Zoom link login 

process, contact Neal.Farmer@idwr.idaho.gov for questions or issues in 

advance of the meeting start time. 

 

 

1. Introductions and Attendance 

2. Weather Forecast (NOAA) 

 

a. Mark Dallon provided a summary of the weather so far for the 

2026 water year for the upper Snake River. He also provided and 

weather forecast for the remaining portion of the 2026 water year. 

 

3. Snow Pack / Streamflow Forecasts (NRCS) 

 

a. Erin Whorton provided a summary of the current precipitation and 

snowpack. She also provided a forecast of the anticipated 

snowpack increase over the next ten days. Erin provide a summary 

of data sources for snow pack. 

 

4. Water Supply / Operations Update (USBR) 

 

a. Brian Stevens provided an update on the current reservoir storage 

and river operations in the Snake River system. He also provided 

an update on the operations outlook. 
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5. Idaho Power Company  

 

a. Jennifer Cuhaciyan provided an update on Upper Snake River and Hells Canyon 

operations for power generation. 

 

6. Water District 01 Briefing  

 

a. Craig Chandler provided information on current reservoir storage and the reservoir 

storage carryover. Craig described the reservoir storage water rights and the IWRB 

diversion of natural flow for recharge that are currently in priority on the Snake River 

above Milner. 

 

7. IWRB Managed Recharge Operations  

 

a. Neal Farmer provided a recap of the recharge that has occurred so far during the 2025-

2026 recharge season in the Lower Basin. 

 

8. New Business 

 

a. None 

 

9. Adjourn 

      

Committee Member: Brian Olmstead 

 

 

Name (original name) Join time Leave time Duration (minutes) Guest Recording disclaimer response In waiting room 

Wesley Hipke, IDWR 1/8/2026 9:36 1/8/2026 9:44 9 No No Response No 

IDWR 602 C/D Room 1/8/2026 9:36 1/8/2026 10:53 77 Yes OK No 

Wesley Hipke, IDWR 1/8/2026 9:41 1/8/2026 10:53 72 No OK No 

Wesley Hipke, IDWR 1/8/2026 9:45 1/8/2026 9:49 4 No No Response No 

Wesley Hipke, IDWR 1/8/2026 9:51 1/8/2026 9:52 2 No No Response No 

Bert Stevenson 1/8/2026 9:52 1/8/2026 9:52 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Bert Stevenson 1/8/2026 9:52 1/8/2026 10:53 61 Yes No Response No 

Justin Temple 1/8/2026 9:55 1/8/2026 9:55 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Justin Temple 1/8/2026 9:55 1/8/2026 10:38 43 Yes No Response No 

Big Wood Canal 1/8/2026 9:55 1/8/2026 9:56 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Big Wood Canal 1/8/2026 9:56 1/8/2026 10:52 57 Yes OK No 

Jeff VanOrden 1/8/2026 9:57 1/8/2026 9:57 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Jeff VanOrden 1/8/2026 9:57 1/8/2026 10:52 55 Yes OK No 

John Hildreth 1/8/2026 9:58 1/8/2026 9:58 1 Yes No Response Yes 

John Hildreth 1/8/2026 9:58 1/8/2026 10:31 33 Yes OK No 

Jen Cuhaciyan 1/8/2026 9:58 1/8/2026 9:58 1 Yes No Response Yes 



 

 

Caitlyn Swanson 1/8/2026 9:58 1/8/2026 9:58 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Mel Fegler 1/8/2026 9:58 1/8/2026 9:58 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Abby Bitzenburg 1/8/2026 9:58 1/8/2026 9:58 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Rob Van Kirk 1/8/2026 9:58 1/8/2026 9:58 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Jen Cuhaciyan 1/8/2026 9:58 1/8/2026 10:52 54 Yes OK No 

Mel Fegler 1/8/2026 9:58 1/8/2026 10:53 55 Yes No Response No 

Caitlyn Swanson 1/8/2026 9:58 1/8/2026 10:52 54 Yes OK No 

Abby Bitzenburg 1/8/2026 9:58 1/8/2026 10:52 54 Yes OK No 

Rob Van Kirk 1/8/2026 9:58 1/8/2026 10:52 54 Yes OK No 

Mark Dallon - NWS Pocatello 1/8/2026 9:59 1/8/2026 10:00 2 Yes No Response Yes 

Wesley Hipke, IDWR 1/8/2026 9:59 1/8/2026 10:00 2 No No Response No 

Christina Morrisett 1/8/2026 9:59 1/8/2026 10:00 2 Yes No Response Yes 

Josh Morell 1/8/2026 9:59 1/8/2026 10:00 2 Yes No Response Yes 

Jaxon Higgs 1/8/2026 9:59 1/8/2026 10:00 2 Yes No Response Yes 

Harold Mohlman 1/8/2026 9:59 1/8/2026 10:00 2 Yes No Response Yes 

Amanda Fowler - WD1 1/8/2026 10:00 1/8/2026 10:00 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Scott Steele 1/8/2026 10:00 1/8/2026 10:00 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Mark Dallon - NWS Pocatello 1/8/2026 10:00 1/8/2026 10:52 53 Yes No Response No 

Amanda Fowler - WD1 1/8/2026 10:00 1/8/2026 10:17 18 Yes No Response No 

Christina Morrisett 1/8/2026 10:00 1/8/2026 10:52 52 Yes OK No 

Harold Mohlman 1/8/2026 10:00 1/8/2026 10:52 53 Yes OK No 

Scott Steele 1/8/2026 10:00 1/8/2026 10:53 53 Yes No Response No 

Jaxon Higgs 1/8/2026 10:00 1/8/2026 10:52 53 Yes No Response No 

Josh Morell 1/8/2026 10:00 1/8/2026 10:52 53 Yes No Response No 

Wesley Hipke, IDWR 1/8/2026 10:00 1/8/2026 10:02 2 No No Response No 

Brian Stevens 1/8/2026 10:00 1/8/2026 10:01 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Erin Whorton 1/8/2026 10:01 1/8/2026 10:01 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Brian Stevens 1/8/2026 10:01 1/8/2026 10:10 9 Yes OK No 

Erin Whorton 1/8/2026 10:01 1/8/2026 10:52 52 Yes OK No 

lyle swank 1/8/2026 10:01 1/8/2026 10:02 1 Yes No Response Yes 

lyle swank 1/8/2026 10:02 1/8/2026 10:52 51 Yes OK No 

Wesley Hipke, IDWR 1/8/2026 10:02 1/8/2026 10:53 51 No OK No 

Steve Stuebner 1/8/2026 10:02 1/8/2026 10:02 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Steve Stuebner 1/8/2026 10:02 1/8/2026 10:52 51 Yes OK No 

T.J. Budge 1/8/2026 10:02 1/8/2026 10:02 1 Yes No Response Yes 

T.J. Budge 1/8/2026 10:02 1/8/2026 10:52 50 Yes OK No 

Kryst & Melissa Krein 1/8/2026 10:03 1/8/2026 10:03 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Kryst & Melissa Krein 1/8/2026 10:03 1/8/2026 10:35 32 Yes OK No 

Bryan Horsburgh 1/8/2026 10:03 1/8/2026 10:03 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Chris Runyan 1/8/2026 10:03 1/8/2026 10:04 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Bryan Horsburgh 1/8/2026 10:03 1/8/2026 10:52 49 Yes OK No 

Chris Runyan 1/8/2026 10:04 1/8/2026 10:52 49 Yes OK No 

Dave Eiriksson 1/8/2026 10:04 1/8/2026 10:05 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Dave Eiriksson 1/8/2026 10:05 1/8/2026 10:52 48 Yes OK No 

Keith Esplin 1/8/2026 10:05 1/8/2026 10:05 1 Yes No Response Yes 



 

 

Keith Esplin 1/8/2026 10:05 1/8/2026 10:52 48 Yes OK No 

Michael Comeskey 1/8/2026 10:06 1/8/2026 10:06 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Michael Comeskey 1/8/2026 10:06 1/8/2026 10:52 47 Yes OK No 

Brad Buttars 1/8/2026 10:06 1/8/2026 10:07 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Brad Buttars 1/8/2026 10:07 1/8/2026 10:53 47 Yes OK No 

Wesley Hipke, IDWR 1/8/2026 10:07 1/8/2026 10:52 46 No OK No 

Kara Kuhlman 1/8/2026 10:08 1/8/2026 10:08 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Geisler, Ethan 1/8/2026 10:08 1/8/2026 10:08 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Kirt Schwieder 1/8/2026 10:08 1/8/2026 10:08 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Geisler, Ethan 1/8/2026 10:08 1/8/2026 10:52 45 Yes OK No 

Kara Kuhlman 1/8/2026 10:08 1/8/2026 10:39 31 Yes OK No 

Kirt Schwieder 1/8/2026 10:08 1/8/2026 10:52 45 Yes OK No 

Cynthia Clark 1/8/2026 10:10 1/8/2026 10:10 1 No No Response Yes 

Cynthia Clark 1/8/2026 10:10 1/8/2026 10:52 43 No OK No 

Water District 1 1/8/2026 10:11 1/8/2026 10:12 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Water District 1 1/8/2026 10:12 1/8/2026 10:52 41 Yes OK No 

Brian Stevens 1/8/2026 10:13 1/8/2026 10:13 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Brian Stevens 1/8/2026 10:13 1/8/2026 10:52 40 Yes OK No 

12084973800 1/8/2026 10:14 1/8/2026 10:52 39 Yes No Response No 

Pat McMahon 1/8/2026 10:14 1/8/2026 10:14 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Pat McMahon 1/8/2026 10:14 1/8/2026 10:52 39 Yes OK No 

John Simpson 1/8/2026 10:16 1/8/2026 10:16 1 Yes No Response Yes 

John Simpson 1/8/2026 10:16 1/8/2026 10:52 37 Yes OK No 

Amanda Fowler - WD1 1/8/2026 10:17 1/8/2026 10:53 36 Yes No Response No 

Kryst & Melissa Krein 1/8/2026 10:36 1/8/2026 10:36 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Kryst & Melissa Krein 1/8/2026 10:36 1/8/2026 10:52 16 Yes No Response No 

Kara Kuhlman 1/8/2026 10:49 1/8/2026 10:50 1 Yes No Response Yes 

Kara Kuhlman 1/8/2026 10:50 1/8/2026 10:52 3 Yes No Response No 
 

 

 

 

Americans with Disabilities 

The meeting will be held in person and online. If you require special accommodations to attend, participate in, or understand the meeting, please make 

advance arrangements by contacting Department staff by email Wesley.hipke@idwr.idaho.gov or by phone at (208) 287-4800. 
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